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Amootodog Talatag 6,11-18)

AdeAdol, 1deTe MNALKOIS VULV YOAUHAOLY €YQoa-
Yo T éun xewol
mmoat €v oagkl, ovtoL avaykalovowv VUAG
HOVOV

‘Ooot OéAovov evmEoOoW-
meQLTépvecOal, va t@ oTavew TOL
XQLOTOL U1 dKwWVTAL 0VdE YXQ OL TEQLTEUVO-
AAAX
OéAovoy Duag megrtépveoBat tva €v 1) Opeté-

pHevor avtol  vopov  PpuAdooovotv,
oa ookl kavxnowvtat Epot d¢ pr yévoiro
kavxaoOal el g é€v T@ 0TAvEE TOL KLELOL
Nuwv ‘Inoov Xpwotov, dU° o0 €pol KOOHOG
goTavpwtal Kayw KOoUw. OVTE YoQ TeQLTOUT)
ti €otv oUte akpoPuoTia, dAAX kawvn KTiOoLG.
Kat
elonvn &1 avTovg kal €Aeog, Kal ETi TOV

000l T KAvOVL TOUT@ OTOLXT)OOLOLY,
‘TooamA tov Oeov. Tov Aowmov KkOTOULSE HOL
HUNOElC MaQeX€Tw, €yw YAQ Ta OTlypata Tov
‘Inoov év 1@ owpatt pov Paotalw. ‘H xaolg
To0 KLEioL Nuwv Inoov XpuoTtov petx TOL
TVEUUATOG VU@V, adeAdol aunv.

Apostle (St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 6:11-18)

Brethren, see with what large letters I am
writing to you with my own hand. It is those
who want to make a good showing in the flesh
that would compel you to be circumcised, and
not only in order that they may not be
persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those
who receive circumcision do not themselves
keep the law, but they desire to have you
circumcised that they may glory in your flesh.
But far be it from me to glory except in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has
been crucified to me, and I to the world. For
neither circumcision counts for anything, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace and
mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon
the Israel of God. Henceforth let no man trouble
me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit, brethren. Amen.

Apolytikion in the First Tone

Lord, save Your people and bless
Your inheritance, granting our
rulers to prevail over
adversaries, and protecting Your

commonwealth

by Your Cross.

Amolvtixov "Hyog o

Zaoov Kupie tov dadv cou kai
gbAdynoov v kAnpovopiav
gov, vikag Toig Baoiletol katd

BapBdpwv dwpolpevog kol to

o0V puldrtTev ud Tod

Zrtovpod ov oA itevpa.




Evayyério lwavvny 3.13-17)

Eimev 0 Kvplogw Ovdeic avaPéPnkev eic tov
ovEAVOV €l U1 O €K TOL 0VEAVOL KATABAg, O
viog tov avOowrov. Kat kabwg Mawiong
OYwoev  TOV  OPLv EoNHw,
VPO vatL det ToV VIOV ToL AvOEWTOoV, tva TtAg
0 motevwy &v avt éxn Cwnv alwviov. Oltwg
Yo Nyanmnoev 0 0eo0g TOV KOOHOV, (OTE TOV
viov TOV povoyevr) wkev, va mag O
TUOTEVWV EIG AUTOV 1) ATOANTAL &AA" €xn)
Comnv aiwviov. OV yap dméotetdev 6 Oeog TOV
LIOV €l¢ TOV KOOUOV (v kQIV) TOV KOOUOV,
AAA" tva 0wO1) 6 KOOHOG DL AVTOV.

v oUtwg

Gospel (John 3:13-17)

The Lord said, "No one has ascended into
heaven but he who descended from heaven, the
Son of man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life.

"For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life. For God sent the
Son into the world, not to condemn the world,
but that the world might be saved through him."

Epunvevtixo oxoAio — Biblical explanation

O Kvpiog pag otov dtxAoyo tov pe tov NikodnNHo, AmOKAAVTITEL TO HAQTUQLKO
TéAog g eniyelag Cwr|g TOv, TNV LTaAVEWOot). AAAG OWS aLTOV TOV £EEVTEALOTIKO

KA €TdLVO TEOTIO BAVATOUL TOL OTAVEOD, 0 XOLOTOG HAG TOV UETAUOQPWOE O€

€vdO&n kat eVKOAT Vikn Kata tov dixBoAov. Kat” agxrv 1) Lravowor) delxvet to péyebog tng
aydmnng tov Oeov yix 6Ao tov koopo. H Ovoila tov Inoov Ba pag Buuilet ovuvexwe to evdladégov
oL B0V YIa Tov kabéva mpoowmikd. TéAog 1 mapopoiwon TG Ztavowong He TV VYPwWOT] TOV
XA&AKvoL Pov and tov Mwuor), pag vrtevOvuilet v dOvapn Tov tipiov Ltaveov. Tote, ot
Iovdaiot yix va cwBovv amd ta Bavatndooa topunruata twv Gy ERAemav to XAAKIVO (oL
L1HeQq, OV AQQWOTALIVOUUE TIVEVHATIKA ATIO TO PAQUAKL TWV AUAQTIOV, HOVO AV TUOTEVOVLLE
otnv dvvapun tov LwoTolov LtavEov Ba avayevvnOoUpe OOy ATIKA.

In his discussion with Nicodemus, our Lord reveals the sacrificial end to His
earthly life- namely the Crucifixion. But Christ has transformed this humiliating

and most painful method of death on the cross into a glorified and ready victory
over the devil. From the beginning, the Crucifixion demonstrated the magnitude
of God’s love for the whole world. Jesus’ sacrifice reminds us constantly of God’s
concern and interest for each of us personally. Also, the comparison of the
Crucifixion with the lifting up of the copper serpent by Moses reminds us of the
power of the true Cross. At that time, the Jews looked upon the copper snake in
order to be saved from lethal snake bites. Today, suffering spiritually illnesses
due to the poison of sins, only a faith in the power of the life-giving Cross can
enable us to be truly re-born from above.




